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DEVELCOPMENT OF FORENSI C NURSI NG | N | NDI A
STEP BY STEP

NMiny newsubspeci al ties are devel opinginthe various scientificfields. Their introducti onand

devel opnent usual |y face sane ki nd of probl ens. Sane i s true about forensic nursing. Forensic nursing
startedas specialtyinBAandthenit traveledtovarious parts of theworldlike Sxeden, South Africa,
Japan, S ngapore and Mil aysia. InindiaMrginialynchvisitedin Dec.2002. Introductory semnar was
heldinthe Gvt. Mdical Qllege, Patia awheredoctors, nurses, Judges, advocates and policeofficial s
gat hered t oget her and they were i ntroduced to the concept of forensic nursingandits utilitytothe
investigatingdficersandthejud ciary.

It vas follonedwthsinlar lecturesinthevarious parts of the Runjab. My nursing school s and
neetings of police officialswerecoveredby MrginialLynch and ne.

Duetoall these efforts forensi ¢ nursi ng was acceptedinour part of the country. Wththe kind
permissi on of Or. Ravi nder S ngh our vi si onary dean, the nursing students of our | ocal nursing school
veretaught forensic nursingat Gwvt. Medical @llege, Patiala They started attendi ng t heory cl asses.
They wer e al so denonst r at ed post nor t emexam nati on, exam nati on of inj ured persons as wel | as who
ver e sexual |y assaul t ed. They were al so denonst rat ed cases of poi soning. Inall these cases speci al
stresswas | aidoncal | ection of sanpl es, their preservation, packi ngand di spatchtothe forensi c sci ence
laoratory.

Thi s thing continued at sl owspeed and then in 2003 an attenpt was nade at national |evel at
Patna at the tine of International congress of Forensi c Medi ci ne and Toxi col ogy and XX V Annual
onf erence of Forensi ¢ Medi ci ne to popul arize it by show ng ever ybody t he success whi ch we had got in
our state. Again an attenpt was nade during t he | G-MI- 2003 conf erence, NewDel hi where i nvited
I ecture was del i vered on forensi c nursing to nake the forensi c fraternity anare about t he novenent of
forensicnursinginind a

This aroused a great interest throughout | ndi a and we had nany queries fromdifferent parts of
the country whi chwere suitably answered. Asaresult of thisforensicnursingal sostartedin AINg New
Del hi and sone ot her pl aces in I ndia

Inthe neanti ne Journal of Punj ab Acadeny of Forensi ¢ Mudi ci ne and Toxi col ogy al so i hcor por at ed
forensi c nursing as one of thethrust areas. Two articl es onforensi ¢ nursi ngwere publishedinthem Later
onthese articles wereonlineal soasthejournal becane avail abl e online. Progress of forensic nursing
was appreci ated international |y by the publicati onof onearticleonforensicnursing “Bingng Hpeto
Inda intheofficial pudicationdf International Associationof Forensic Nrsing.
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Nowlndiaisontheworldnapof forensicnursing. Or. T.D Dogra, Or. Anil Aggarwal and | arethe
nener s of the gl obal advi sory panel of journal of forensic nursing bei ng publ i shed fromUsAal ongwth
peopl e fromdi fferent parts of theworld.

A the 4" annual conf erence of Punj ab Acadeny of Forensi ¢ Medi ci ne and Toxi col ogy a concert ed
effort was nade by dean of Gwt. Mdical Qllege Ir. Kiranjeet Kaur toget it introducedinthe syl abus of
the B . Nursing by Baba Farid Lhi versity of Heal th i ences. A the sane conf erence M ce chancel | or of
Baba Farid Lhi versity of Heal th Sciences agreedinPrincipletoget it introducedinthe syllabus of
under gr aduat e nursi ng students. For this aproject report was submittedtothe university andwas put in
thefacu ty neeting of theuniversity. Wdarehopeful that it wil beintroducedinthe syl l abus of the university
shrtly.

V¢ had neetings wththe higher policeofficialsandwththeattorneys regularly alongwththe
district attorney sothat therew!!| not be any probl emvhil e i npl enenting forensic nursinginthefiel d

I't was anal yzed t hat why we had t he sl owprogress as we started wth t he nursi ng st udent s w t hout
any awar eness bei ng done for nursing faculty. This ti ne anar eness programof nursingfaculty of | ocal
nursi ng col | ege was carri ed out and we found t here vas great er accept ance of forensi c nursi ng by students
and t eacher s.

V¢ had vi siting schol ars fromt he UsAwhi ch al so parti ci pated i nthese awareness prograns. Gis
F nnand M rgi ni a Lynch hel ped i n t hese awar eness prograns by tel | i ng themt he i nport ance and success
storiesof forensicnursinginthe UBA It helpedalot innotivatingnursestojointhis stream

Nowwe have a regul ar bat ch of nursing students attendi ng t he nort uary and ener gency of fi ce of
the forensi c nedi ci ne and we hope this w | becone possi bl e i n other nedi cal coll eges andinstitutions.

V¢ had t he advant age that vi si ting schol ars Jame Ferrel | Instructor of Ginical Nursing National
Forensi ¢ Nursing I nstitute Lhi versity of Rochester and Renae O egel , Forensi ¢ Nur se Exaniner/ P ogr am
D rector conduct ed t he wor kshop on Rape vi cti mExaninationinthe year 2006 and t hi s al so noti vat ed
peopl eto accept the grow ng i nfl uence of forensic nursinginlnd a

@ontinuing wththis success story Baba Farid Uhi versity of Heal th Sciences is going to hol d
anot her avnareness programfor theentire nursing faculty and pol i ce officers of the Funjabinthelast week
of February 2006.

If wetake the success story of Funjabinintroduci ng and devel oping forensic nursinginthe state
it canberol e nodel for the devel opnent of forensic nursing anywhereinthe worl d.

Prof. RK Gorea
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